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Psalm 50:1–15
L The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and
sum- | mons the earth*
from the rising of the sun to its | seting.
C Out of Zion, the perfection of | beauty,*
God | shines forth.
L Our God comes; he does not keep | silence;*
before him is a devouring fire, around him a
mighty | tempest.
C He calls to the heav- | ens above*
and to the earth, that he may judge
his | people:
L “Gather to me my | faithful ones,*
who made a covenant with me
by | sacrifice!”
C The heavens declare his | righteousness,*
for God him- | self is judge!
L “Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, I
will testify a- | gainst you.*
I am | God, your God.
C Not for your sacrifices do I re- | buke you;*
your burnt oferings are continually
be- | fore me.
L I will not accept a bull | from your house*
or goats | from your folds.
C For every beast of the for- | est is mine,*
the catle on a | thousand hills.
L I know all the birds | of the hills,*
and all that moves in the | field is mine.
C “If I were hungry, I would not | tell you,*
for the world and its full- | ness are
mine.
L Do I eat the | flesh of bulls*
or drink the | blood of goats?
C Ofer to God a sacrifice of thanks- | giving,*
and perform your vows to the | Most
High,
L and call upon me in the day of | trouble;*
I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify
me.”
C❖Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now and will be forever. | Amen.
First Reading—Genesis 3:1–24

3 Now the serpent was more crafy than any other beast
of the field that the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall
not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said
to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the
tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you

touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight
to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made
themselves loincloths.
8
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in
the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his
wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called
to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said,
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God
said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14
The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have
done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all
beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust
you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your ofspring
and her ofspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel.”
16
To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your
pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule
over you.”
17
And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to
the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which
I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the
days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth
for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the
sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to
the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”
20
The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was
the mother of all living. 21 And the LORD God made for
Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed
them.
22
Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he
reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat,
and live forever—” 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out
from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which
he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of
the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming
sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree
of life.

Second Reading—Colossians 1:11-23
May you be strengthened with all power, according
to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with
joy, 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you
to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has
delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
11

dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things,
and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head
of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood
of his cross.
21
And you, who once were alienated and hostile in
mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his
body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy
and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed
you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifing from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has
been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of
which I, Paul, became a minister.

Third Reading—Luke 24:44-53
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything
writen about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their
minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them,
“Thus it is writen, that the Christ should sufer and on
the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance
and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until
you are clothed with power from on high.”
50
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifing
up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them,
he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.
52
And they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God.
44

Catechism
P The Creed, the Second Article:
C And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary, sufered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
P What does this mean?
C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begoten
of the Father from eternity, and also true
man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord,
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned
person, purchased and won me from all sins,
from death, and from the power of the devil;
not with gold or silver, but with His holy,
precious blood and His innocent sufering
and death,
that I may be His own and live under Him in
His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and
reigns to all eternity.
This is most certainly true.

Collect
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your
only-begoten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled
to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Ofice Hymn: We All Believe in One True God

Closing Hymn: Abide with Me
1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.
2 I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour;
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.
3 Come not in terrors as the King of kings,
But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings;
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea.
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me.
4 Swif to its close ebbs out life’s litle day;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see;
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.
5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no biterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!
6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

