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A note to visitors
We are delighted to have you with us this morning to
receive the Lord’s gifs of forgiveness, life and salvation. Please stay for a cup of tea or cofee afer the
service.
Please also record your visit in the visitors’ book
at the back. If you would like a phone call or a pastoral visit, speak to the pastor or leave a note in the
visitors’ book.
Te Ofering
At this time, members of this church are privileged to
give to the Lord for the work of His church in this
community and throughout the world. For God loves
a cheerful giver. Visitors should not feel obliged in
any way to contribute to the ofering plate.

Children in the Service
It is a delight and a privilege to have children in the
service. Children as much as adults are members of
God’s family and Jesus welcomes litle children to
Him.
Please do not worry if your child will not sit still
or quietly throughout the service. Most young children won’t manage that! Tere is plenty of space at
the back of the room. If you do need to take a child
outside, the smaller room is available for that purpose.
Holy Communion
We believe that in the Lord’s Supper, we eat and
drink the true body and blood of Jesus in and with
the bread and the wine, according to Jesus’ own
words. We also believe that those who participate in
Holy Communion in a particular congregation
should be in agreement in the confession of the faith.
Terefore, we ask that only those who are instructed in the Lutheran Confessions and are under our
pastor’s spiritual care come forward to receive the
Lord’s Supper.
If you are visiting us and wish to receive the
Lord’s Supper, please speak to the pastor before the
service. Everyone is welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.
Our teaching on this mater is explained in more
detail in the litle leafet, ‘Why Closed
Communion?’, which is available at the back of the
church.
Thank you for honouring our beliefs.
A note on the service:
Both the hymns and the order of service are found in
the Lutheran Service Book. Te outline of the service
is given in this bulletin. Te congregation stands for the
parts of the service printed in italics and sits for the
rest.
Te numbers in the bulletin refer to page numbers in
the hymnal, where Psalm 1 is also page one, and the
frst hymn is 331, following page 330.
It helps to follow the service if you mark your place
in the liturgy with this bulletin.
Explanation of Symbols:
C
P
A
L
T
❖

Congregation
Pastor (ordained)
Assistant minister (ordained or lay)
Liturgist (ordained or lay)
You may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism.
You may bow at this point as a sign of reverence.

Divine Service III

LSB 184

Sup.12 Hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful (v. 1–6)
184

Confession and Absolution

Catechism
P The Lord’s Supper: Who receives this sacrament worthily?
C Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that
person is truly worthy and well prepared
who has faith in these words: “Given and
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”.
But anyone who does not believe these
words or doubts them is unworthy and
unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe.
Introit (Ps. 98:1–4; antiphon: Isa. 9:6)
A For to us a child is born, to us a son
is | given;*
and the government shall be upon
his | shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful | Counsellor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, | Prince of Peace.
C Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he
has done | marvellous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have
worked salva- | tion for him.
A The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the
sight of the | nations.
C He has remembered his steadfast love
and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation | of our God.
A Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the
earth;*
break forth into joyous song and
sing | praises!
C❖Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen
L For to us a child is born, to us a son
is | given;*
and the government shall be upon
his | shoulder,
C and his name shall be called
Wonderful | Counsellor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, | Prince of Peace.
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Kyrie

187

Gloria in excelsis

189

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begoten Son in the flesh may set us free from the

bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Readings
The Living and Life-Giving Word of God Dwells
among Us in the Flesh
In the beginning God created all things through His
Word, His Son. But man fell into sin, and with man
all creation was cursed. Terefore, God spoke His
Word again, this time into the womb of the blessed
Virgin Mary. Te glory of the Lord flled the tabernacle of our human nature (Ex. 40:17–21,34–38). “Te
Word became fesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:1–14).
Te Son of God took on our fesh and blood and died
on the cross in order that we might receive the right
to become the children of God through faith. Baptised into Christ’s body, we are made partakers of a
new Genesis, “the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:4–7). In Christ, the
kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man
has truly appeared.

Old Testament reading—Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38
In the first month in the second year, on the first
day of the month, the tabernacle was erected.
18
Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases,
and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised
up its pillars. 19 And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as
the LORD had commanded Moses. 20 He took the
testimony and put it into the ark, and put the poles
on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark.
21
And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and set
up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the
testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. …
34
Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And
Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud setled on it, and the glory of the
LORD filled the tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their
journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from
over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set
out. 37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then they
did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38 For
the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day,
and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the
house of Israel throughout all their journeys.
17

Gradual (Ps. 118:26a, 27a, 23)
C Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of
the LORD!*
The LORD is God, and he has made his
light to shine up- | on us.
This is the LORD’s | doing;*
it is marvellous | in our eyes.
Epistle Reading—Titus 3:4–7
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God
our Saviour appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of
works done by us in righteousness, but according to
his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and
renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on
4

us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 7 so that
being justified by his grace we might become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.

Alleluia & Verse (Liturgical Text)

Gospel Reading—John 1:1–14
L The T holy Gospel according to St. John, the
fist chapter.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing made that
was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him.
8
He was not the light, but came to bear witness
about the light.
9
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and
the world was made through him, yet the world did
not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own
people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God, 13 who were born,
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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The Nicene Creed

384

Hymn: Of the Father’s Love Begoten

D 5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father,
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
And unending praises be,
Honour, glory, and dominion,
And eternal victory
Evermore and evermore
Sermon
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The Ofertory

193

Prayer of the Church

Ofering
636

Hymn: Soul, Adorn Yourself with
Gladness

194

The Service of the Sacrament

199

Nunc Dimitis and Post-Communion
Prayers

202

Blessing

380

Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
IN OUR PRAYERS

Members
Ron, Forbes, Dot, Frank
Family of members
Lucy, Diana (old age); Megan (pregnancy); Alex,
Sarah & family; Jerry Harbin (cancer); Jean
(multiple fractures)
Friends of members
Ilse Kelly (old age); Paul (homeless); Marie &
family (distress); Brian & Kay (distress); Mike
(health); Kayleigh & newborn son (health); Cynthia
(health); Claire and Phil (health); Pauline (health);
Helen Kriewaldt (stroke); Johann Wiebusch (CP);
Margaret & Patrick Tustin (Alzheimer’s); Rob
(depression); Debra (depression); Dave (mental
illness); Claire (leukemia); Brian, Jan & family
(cancer); Don & Julie Gardner (cancer); Graham
(tumour); Ronnie (cancer); Lisa & children (cancer);
Steve (cancer); Carol (cancer); Baby Thomas
(operation); Christine (recovering from operation);
Karina and family of †Alexey
ELCE
Boor family (St. Andrew’s)
The Church of God
Lutherans in Africa, Pr. James May; Christians
Together in Fareham

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF CONCORD
THE SMALCALD ARTICLES
THE FIRST PART
Te Sublime Articles Concerning the Divine Majesty:
1. Te Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three distinct
persons in one divine essence and nature, are one
God, who has created heaven and earth.
2. Te Father is begoten of no one; the Son is begoten of the Father; the Holy Spirit proceeds from
Father and Son.
3. Neither the Father nor the Holy Spirit, but the
Son became man.
4. Tat the Son became man in this manner: He
was conceived, without the co-operation of man, by
the Holy Spirit, and was born of the pure, holy Virgin
Mary. Aferwards, He sufered, died, was buried, descended to hell, rose from the dead, ascended to
heaven, sits at the right hand of God, will come to
judge the quick and the dead, and so on, as the
Apostles’ and Athanasian Creeds and our children’s
catechism teach.
Condensed quotation from CONCORDIA: THE LUTHERAN
CONFESSIONS, copyright © 2005, 2006 by Concordia Publishing House.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
This week
30 Dec 10.30am Morning Service (Scout Hall)
Further ahead
3 Jan 12.30pm Pastor’s Surgery at The Hub
6 Jan 10.30am Divine Service—Epiphany
(Scout Hall)
4.30pm Confirmation Service at
Brighton Lutheran Mission
10 Jan 10.30am Bible study (The Parsonage)
Next Sunday’s Readings:
Numbers 6:22–27; Galatians 3:23–29; Luke 2:21
Daily Readings:
Tue: Isaiah 49:1–18 Mathew 1:1–17 Large Catechism I: 222–233
Wed: Is 49:22–26; 50:4–51:8, 12–16 Mat 1:18–25 LC I: 234–244
Thu: Is 51:17–52:12 Mat 2:1–12 LC I: 245–253
Fri: Is 52:13–54:10 Mat 2:13–23 LC I: 254–262
Sat: Is 55:1–13 Luke 1:1–25 LC I: 263–275

Have a happy and blessed Christmas!

