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A note to visitors
We are delighted to have you with us this morning
to receive the Lord’s gifts of forgiveness, life and sal-
vation. Please stay for a cup of tea or coffee after the
service.

Please also record your visit in the visitors’ book
at the back. If you would like a phone call or a pas-
toral visit, speak to the pastor or leave a note in the
visitors’ book.



The Offering
At this time, members of this church are privileged to
give to the Lord for the work of His church in this
community and throughout the world. For God loves
a cheerful giver. Visitors should not feel obliged in
any way to contribute to the offering plate. 

Children in the Service
It is a delight and a privilege to have children in the
service. Children as much as adults are members of
God’s  family  and  Jesus  welcomes  little  children  to
Him.

There is a Sunday School for children during the
sermon. The children leave at the beginning of the
sermon and return to church after the prayers.

Please do not worry if your child will not sit still
or quietly throughout the service. Most young chil-
dren won’t manage that! There is plenty of space at
the back of the room. If you do need to take a child
outside,  the smaller room is available for that pur-
pose.

Holy Communion
We believe that  in  the Lord’s  Supper,  we eat  and
drink the true body and blood of Jesus in and with
the  bread  and  the  wine,  according  to  Jesus’  own
words. We also believe that those who participate in
Holy  Communion  in  a  particular  congregation
should  be  in  agreement  in  the  confession  of  the
faith.

Therefore,  we ask  that  only  those  who are in-
structed in the Lutheran Confessions and are under
our pastor’s spiritual care come forward to receive
the Lord’s Supper. 

If you are visiting us and wish to receive the
Lord’s Supper, please speak to the pastor before
the service.  Everyone is welcome to come for-
ward to receive a blessing.

Our teaching on this matter is explained in more
detail in the little leaflet, ‘Why Closed Communion?’,
which is available at the back of the church.

Thank you for honouring our beliefs.
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Divine Service—Spoken Setting

Procession of Palms
P The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the ✠

love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.

C Amen.

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord.

C Hosanna to the Son of David.

P Let us pray.
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem,
with palms in their  hands,  gathered to greet
Your dearly beloved Son when he came into
His  Holy  City,  grant  that  we  may  ever  hail
Him as our King and, when He comes again,
may go forth to meet Him with trusting and
steadfast  hearts  and  follow Him in  the  way
that leads to eternal life; through the same Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit,  one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the
twenty-first chapter.

C Glory to You, O Lord.
After the reading:

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

P Let us go forth in peace,
C in the name of the Lord.
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Processional Hymn—All Glory, Laud and Honour

Text: Theodulf of Orléans (762–821); tr. John Mason Neale (1818–
66), alt.; Tune: Melchior Teschner (1584–1635)

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord.

C Hosanna in the highest.

A silence is observed to contemplate the contrast 
between Jesus' triumphal entry and His passion
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Collect of the Day
P Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your
Son,  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  to  take  upon
Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the
cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the
example  of  His  great  humility  and  patience
and  be  made  partakers  of  His  resurrection;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Catechism
P What is the Office of the Keys? 
C The Office of the Keys is that special au-

thority  which  Christ  has  given  to  His
church on earth to forgive the sins of re-
pentant sinners, but to withhold forgive-
ness  from  the  unrepentant  as  long  as
they do not repent.

P Where is this written?
C This is what St John the Evangelist writes

in  chapter  twenty:  The  Lord  Jesus
breathed on His disciples and said,  “Re-
ceive the Holy Spirit.  If  you forgive the
sins  of  any,  they  are  forgiven  them;  if
you withhold forgiveness from any, it is
withheld.”

P What  do  you  believe  according  to  these
words?

C I  believe that when the called ministers
of  Christ  deal  with  us  by  His  divine
command,  in  particular  when  they  ex-
clude  openly  unrepentant  sinners  from
the  Christian  congregation  and  absolve
those who repent of their sins and want
to do better, this is just as valid and cer-
tain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear
Lord dealt with us Himself.

Old Testament Reading—Zechariah 9:9–12

Gradual (Ps. 73:23b–24, 1)
A You hold my right hand.*

You guide me with your counsel, and 
afterwards you will receive me to glory.

C Truly God is good to Israel,*
to those who are pure in heart.

Epistle Reading—Philippians 2:5–11

Tract (Ps. 22:1, 4–5)
A My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?*

Why are you so far from saving me, from 
the words of my groaning?
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C In you our fathers trusted;*
they trusted, and you delivered them.

To you they cried and were rescued;*
in you they trusted and were not put to 
shame.

Gospel Reading—Matthew 26:1–27:66
P The  holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,✠

the twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh chapters.
C Glory to You, O Lord!

Sit.
Stand after 27:31 “And when they had mocked him,
they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes
on him and led him away to crucify him.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ!

The Service continues on page 7 of the order 
of service booklet.

Hymns: 438, 437, 426

IN OUR PRAYERS

Members
Ron; Barbara; Frank
Family of members
Diana (old age); Alex, Sarah & family; Doris; 
Philippa
Friends of members
Ilse Kelly (old age); Trevor (unemployed); Claire 
and Phil (health); Helen Kriewaldt (stroke, breast 
cancer); Johann Wiebusch (CP); Phil & Karen 
(distress); Rob (depression); Debra (depression); 
Nigel (cancer);; Ray, Doreen & family (cancer); 
David Webb (cancer); Bob Waters (cancer); Ruth 
Simpson (cancer); Ronnie (cancer); Caroline 
(recovering from operation); Sally (health); Leanne 
(health); Gina & family; family of †Lisa; Alan and 
the family of †Pat
ELCE
St. David Lutheran Church; Pr. Naumann; The 
British Lutheran; Christa Jeynes (broken hip); 
Quirk family; Pr. McNally (cancer); Pr. Fry (health);
Pr. Jenks (heart attack)
The Church of God
Lutheran Church in Southern Africa; St. Columba 
CofE; Lutherans in Africa, Pr. James May; Roger 
Jones (stroke)
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A READING FROM THE BOOK OF CONCORD

THE LARGE CATECHISM

PART II: THE CREED, THE SECOND ARTICLE

… Let this, then, be the sum of this article: the
little word Lord means simply the same as redeemer.
It means the One who has brought us from Satan to
God,  from death to life,  from sin to righteousness,
and who preserves us in the same. But all the points
that follow in this article serve no other purpose than
to explain and express this redemption. They explain
how and by whom it was accomplished. They explain
how much it cost Him and what He spent and risked
so  that  He  might  win  us  and  bring  us  under  His
dominion. It explains that He became man, was con-
ceived  and born without  sin,  from the Holy  Spirit
and from the virgin Mary,  so that  He might over-
come sin. Further, it explains that He suffered, died,
and was buried so that He might make satisfaction
for me and pay what I owe, not with silver or gold,
but with His own precious blood. And He did all this
in order to become my Lord. He did none of these
things for Himself, nor did He have any need for re-
demption. After  that He rose again from the dead,
swallowed up and devoured death, and finally ascen-
ded into heaven and assumed the government at the
Father’s right hand. He did these things so that the
devil and all powers must be subject to Him and lie
at His feet  until finally, at the Last Day, He will com-
pletely divide and separate us from the wicked world,
the devil, death, sin, and such.

…  Yes, the entire Gospel that we preach is based
on this point, that we properly understand this art-
icle as that upon which our salvation and all our hap-
piness rests. Paragraph 31, 33

Condensed quotation from CONCORDIA: THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS, copyright
© 2005, 2006 by Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

Daily Services at St. Francis, Funtley
Mon–Fri 8.30 am Matins with a reading of the 

Passion
The Week Ahead

Today 4:30 pm Divine Service at Brighton 
Mission

Wed 12.45 pm Pastor’s Surgery at the Hub
2 pm Devotion at Willow Tree 

Lodge and Merry Hall
Thu 10 am–12 Easter Holiday Club (Scout 

Hall)
7 pm Holy Thursday Divine Ser-

vice (St. Francis)
Fri 12 noon Good Friday Chief Service 

(Scout Hall)
Sat 7:30 pm Easter Vigil (Scout Hall)
Sun 9 am Easter Breakfast

10:30 am Divine Service
Further ahead

23 Wed No Bible study
12:45 pm Pastor’s Surgery at the Hub

27 Apr 10.30 am Divine Service (St. Francis’)—
Note new, later time!

Next Sunday’s Readings:
Job 19:23–27; 1 Corinthians 15:51–57; Mark 16:1–8

Daily Readings:
Sun: Exodus 8:1–32 Hebrews 1:1–14 Formula of Concord Solid 

Declaration IV: 37–40
Mon: Ex 9:1–28 Heb 2:1–18 FC SD V: 1–6
Tue: Ex 9:29–10:20 Heb 3:1–19 FC SD V: 7–10
Wed: Ex 10:21–11:10 Heb 4:1–16 FC SD V: 11–15
Thu: Ex 12:1–28 Heb 5:1–14 FC SD V: 16–22
Fri: Ex 12:29–32; 13:1–16 Heb 6:1–20 FC SD V: 23–27
Sat: Ex 13:17–14:9 Heb 7:1–22 FC SD VI: 1–6
Sun: Ex 14:10–31 Heb 7:23–8:13 FC SD VI: 7–14

The Reading of the Passion in Holy Week
Following  ancient  custom,  the  entire  Passion,
drawn together  from the  four  Gospels,  will  be
read during Holy Week.

The readings will take place in Matins, at 8.30
am each  day,  at  St.  Francis’,  Funtley.  You  are
warmly invited to attend these services, focusing
on Christ’s Passion for us.
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