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Psalm 91 (antiphon: Ps. 37:3)

L Trust in the LORD, | and do good;*
dwell in the land and befriend | faithfulness.

1
 He who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High*

will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty.
C 2 I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and 

my | fortress,*
my God, in | whom I trust.”

L 3 For he will deliver you from the snare of 
the | fowler*

and from the deadly | pestilence.
C 4 He will cover you with his pinions, and 

under his wings you will find | refuge;*
his faithfulness is a shield and | buckler.

L 5 You will not fear the terror | of the night,*
nor the arrow that | flies by day,

C 6 nor the pestilence that stalks in | darkness,*
nor the destruction that wastes at | noonday.

L 7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand 
at your | right hand,*

but it will not come | near you.
C 8 You will only look | with your eyes*

and see the recompense of the | wicked.
L 9 Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling

place—*
the Most High, who is my | refuge—

C 10 no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,*
no plague come | near your tent.

L 11 For he will command his angels con- | cerning 
you*

to guard you in | all your ways.
C 12 On their hands they will | bear you up,*

lest you strike your foot a-| gainst a stone.
L 13 You will tread on the lion and the | adder;*

the young lion and the serpent you will 
trample | underfoot.

C 14 “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will 
de- | liver him;*

I will protect him, because he | knows my 
name.

L 15 When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be
with him in | trouble;*

I will rescue him and | honour him.
C 16 With long life I will sat- | isfy him*

and show him my sal- | vation.”
❖ Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now and will be forever. | Amen.
L Trust in the LORD, | and do good;*

dwell in the land and befriend | faithfulness.



Office Hymn—To Jordan Came the Christ

4 There stood the Son of God in love, 
His grace to us extending;

The Holy Spirit like a dove
Upon the scene descending;

The triune God assuring us, 
With promises compelling,

That in our Baptism He will thus 
Among us find a dwelling

To comfort and sustain us.
5 To His disciples spoke the Lord, 

“Go out to ev’ry nation,
And bring to them the living Word 

And this My invitation:
Let ev’ryone abandon sin 

And come in true contrition
To be baptised and thereby win 



Full pardon and remission
And heav’nly bliss inherit.”

6 But woe to those who cast aside 
This grace so freely given;

They shall in sin and shame abide 
And to despair be driven.

For born in sin, their works must fail, 
Their striving saves them never;

Their pious acts do not avail, 
And they are lost forever,

Eternal death their portion.
7 All that the mortal eye beholds 

Is water as we pour it.
Before the eye of faith unfolds 

The pow’r of Jesus’ merit.
For here it sees the crimson flood 

To all our ills bring healing;
The wonders of His precious blood 

The love of God revealing,
Assuring His own pardon.

Text: Martin Luther (1483–1546); tr. Elizabeth Quitmeyer 
(1911–88); Music: David Lee (1956– )

First Reading: Zechariah 3:1–10
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13—4:6
Third Reading: Mark 10:35–45

Catechism
P What is Baptism?
C Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the 

water included in God’s command and com-
bined with God’s Word.

P Which is that word of God?
C Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of 

Matthew: “Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

P What benefits does Baptism give?
C It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from 

death and the devil, and gives eternal salva-
tion to all who believe this, as the words and 
promises of God declare.

P Which are these words and promises of God?
C Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of 

Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptised will 
be saved, but whoever does not believe will 
be condemned.”

P How can water do such great things?
C Certainly not just water, but the word of God

in and with the water does these things, 
along with the faith which trust this word of 
God in the water. For without God’s word the
water is plain water and no Baptism. But 
with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, 
a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a wash-
ing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St 
Paul says in Titus, chapter three:
“He saved us … by the washing of regenera-
tion and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour, so that being justified by his 
grace we might become heirs according to 



the hope of eternal life. The saying is trust-
worthy.”

P What does such baptising with water indicate?
C It indicates that the Old Adam in us should 

by daily contrition and repentance be 
drowned and die with all sins and evil de-
sires, and that a new man should daily 
emerge and arise to live before God in right-
eousness and purity for ever.

P Where is this written?
C St Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We 

were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are
new every morning; and though we deserve only 
punishment, You receive us as Your children and 
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant 
that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful 
goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve 
You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Closing Hymn

2 Thanks we give and adoration
For thy gospel's joyful sound. 
May the fruits of thy salvation 
In our hearts and lives abound; 
Ever faithful, ever faithful 
To the truth may we be found.

3 Saviour, when your love shall call us
From our struggling pilgrim way,
Let not fear of death appal us,
Glad your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
Reign with you in endless day.

Text: John Fawcett (1740–1817); Godfrey Thring (1823–1903)
Music:Henry T. Smart (1813–79)


