I Corinthians: Introduction

Authors:
Paul, Sosthenes (1:1;)
Date:
AD 56, spring (between Passover and Pentecost: 5:7-8. 16:8)
Place of writing:
Ephesus (16:8; Acts 19)
Letter-bearer:
Timothy?? (4:7; 16:10)

Key facts about Corinth:

*  pre-Roman: wealthy, many industries, port city, famouisly immoral
* destroyed in 146BC, re-built by Caesar 44BC
* capital of Achaea, major port city, /2 million inhabitants

New Testament background: Acts 18:1-17 (AD 49/50-51)
*  After Paul’s departure, Apollos taught in Corinth (Acts 18:24-28)
*  Verbal reports and correspondence between Corinth and Ephesus
* An earlier letter from Paul (5:9—13)

Structure:
1—4

Divisions in the Church [true and false wisdom]
5-7

Chastity and marriage [lawsuits between Christians]
8-11

Worship [Christian freedom]
12-14

Spiritual gifts [love]
I5 Resurrection
16 Practical instructions, greetings
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