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Explanation of Symbols:

C Congregation
P Presiding minister
L Assisting minister
A Group I
! Group II
@ Group III
T You may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism
❖ You may bow at this point as a sign of reverence.

Silent prayer before worship:

O Lord, my creator, redeemer and comforter, as I come to worship You in
spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the
preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus
Christ as my only Saviour, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for
the sake of His name. Amen.
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RITE OF PREPARATION
HYMN—O Come, All Ye Faithful

5. Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God

In the highest
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him

Christ the Lord!

6. Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
born this happy morning

Jesus, to Thee be glory given
Word of the Father

Now in flesh appearing
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him

Christ the Lord!

Text & Music: John Wade (c. 1711–86); tr. Frederick Oakley (1802–80).
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RITE OF PREPARATION

INVOCATION
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
A confessional address will follow, concluding as follows:

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the T name of the Lord.
C Who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
C And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 
that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 
You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 
infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for
us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 
sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You 
and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by 
Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen.

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and 
has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptised shall be 
saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

C Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT (Ps. 93:1, 2, 5; antiphon: Is. 9:2a, 6a,c)

L The people who walked in darkness have seen | a great light.*
To us a | child is born.

His name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.

A The LORD reigns; he is robed in | majesty;*
the LORD is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt.

! Yes, the world is es- | tablished;*
it shall nev- | er be moved.

@ Your throne is established | from of old;*
you are from ever- | lasting.

A Your decrees are very | trustworthy;*
holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore.

!❖Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

@ as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now and will be forever. | Amen.

L The people who walked in darkness have seen | a great light.*
To us a | child is born.

His name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.

KYRIE
C Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon  us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.

Silent prayer, concluding with the COLLECT OF THE DAY:

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh
may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

THE READINGS

OLD TESTAMENT READING—Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38

After the Reading

P This is the word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 2 (antiphon: v. 7)

L I will tell of | the decree:*
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.

A Why do the | nations rage*
and the peoples | plot in vain?

! The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
to- | gether,*

against the LORD and against his anointed, | saying,
@ “Let us burst their | bonds apart*

and cast away their | cords from us.”
A He who sits in the | heavens laughs;*

the Lord holds them in de- | rision.
! Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,*

and terrify them in his fury, | saying,
@ “As for me, I have | set my King*

on Zion, my | holy hill.”
A I will tell of | the decree:*

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.
! Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,*

and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.
@ You shall break them with a | rod of iron*

and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”
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A Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
be warned, O rulers | of the earth.

! Serve the | LORD with fear,*
and rejoice with | trembling.

@ Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his 
wrath is quickly | kindled.*

Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him.
C❖Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now and will be forever. | Amen.
L Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;*

worship the LORD in the splendour of | holiness.

EPISTLE READING—Titus 3:4–7
After the Reading

P This is the word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL (Ps. 118:26a, 27a, 23)
L Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!*

The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.
This is the LORD’s | doing;*

it is marvellous | in our eyes.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE (Liturgical text)
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HOLY GOSPEL—John 1:1–14
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord!

After the Reading

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ!

NICENE CREED
C I believe in one ❖ God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord ❖ Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
❖ and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is 

❖ worshipped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one Holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY—Of the Father’s Love Begotten

D 5. Christ, to Thee, with God the Father,
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
And unending praises be,

Honour, glory, and dominion,
And eternal victory

Evermore and evermore.
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens (348–c. 413); tr. John Mason Neale (1818–66), Henry W. Baker (1821–77)
Music: Anon. (13th century)
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SERMON
After the SERMON, the pastor says:

P The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus.

C Amen.
stand

OFFERTORY
C Create in me a clean heart, O God

and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence,
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation,
and uphold me with Thy free spirit.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

In Our Prayers
Members
Ron; Sindy & Nikola; Žina; Reg; Carol
Family of members
Holly (health); Mike (Alzheimer’s); Geoffrey & family; Ian (Parkinson’s); Doug & 
Myra (health); Howard (health); Žanna (health); Sheridan (health); Holly; 
Greg (cancer); Rita (cancer); Diana (Rett Syndrome); Decerie (leukemia); Rob 
(Covid-19); Alice & unborn baby
Friends of members
Ilse Kelly (old age); Claire & Phil (health); Johann Wiebusch (CP); Charlotte 
(cancer); John & family (cancer); Tim (health); Janet (cancer); Pauline (cancer); 
Sharon (brain tumour); Joby Beresford (cancer); Christine (health); Serena (cancer); 
Jenny (health); Michael (health); Freddie & Grace (health); John (health); Phillip 
(mental health); Matt (brain surgery); Martin (tumour); Ken (health); Tressey 
(health); Val (stroke); Emily (Tourette’s); Lena (brain tumour); Lesley (death of 
†Terry)
ELCE
St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church, Pr. Samiec; Lutheran Radio UK; Pr. Roger and 
Emily Jones (health); Wendy Nicolson (cancer); Ingrid Flor (cancer); Anja & Neil 
(health)
The Church of God
European Lutheran Conference; Somali Lutheran Church, Pr. Mohamed Gurhan; 
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Living Word Church; Amiir & Sana Ilahi
The World
Covid-19 pandemic; the Uighur people (China); the Yazidi people (Iraq)

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Stand

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C It is meet and right so to do.

The PROPER PREFACE appropriate to the day or season is spoken or chanted:

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary …  evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

LORD’S PRAYER

P Let us pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
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      as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but T deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

AGNUS DEI

Sit

NUNC DIMITTIS
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace*

according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,*

which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people.
a Light to lighten the Gentiles*

and the glory of Thy people Israel.
❖Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Ghost;
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as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be*
world without end. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
P O give thanks to the Lord for He is good.
C And His mercy endureth forever.
P Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank you that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS
P The Lord be with you.
C And with Thy Spirit
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you T peace.

C Amen.
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HYMN—All My Heart Again Rejoices

5. Softly from His lowly manger
Jesus calls
One and all,

“You are safe from danger.
Children, from the sins that grieve you

You are freed;
All you need

I will surely give you.”

6. Come, then, banish all your 
sadness!

One and all,
Great and small,

Come with songs of gladness.
We shall live with Him forever

There on high
In that joy

Which will vanish never.
Text: Paul Gerhardt (1607–76), abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827–78), alt.
Music: Johann Crüger (1598–1662)

Sit after the candles are extinguished

Silent prayer after worship:

Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshipped in Your presence and received
both forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I 
thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all 
Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
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