The Office of the Ministry in the Bible
and in the Lutheran Confessions

The Augsburg Confession

So that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and
administering the Sacraments was instituted. Through the Word and Sacraments, as
through instruments, the Holy Spirit is given. He works faith, when and where it
pleases God, in those who hear the good news that God justifies those who believe
that they are received into grace for Christ’s sake. This happens not through our
own merits, but for Christ’s sake. Article V

Our churches teach that no one should publicly teach in the Church, or administer
the Sacraments, without a rightly ordered call. Article XIV

Our teachers’ position is this: the authority of the Keys, or the authority of the
bishops—according to the Gospel—is a power or commandment of God, to preach
the Gospel, to forgive and retain sins, and to administer Sacraments. Christ sends
out His apostles with this command, “As the Father has sent Me, even so I am
sending you ... Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are
forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld” (John 20:21-23).
And in Mark 16:15, Christ says, “Go ... proclaim the Gospel to the whole creation.”

This authority is exercised only by teaching or preaching the Gospel and
administering the Sacraments, either to many or to individuals, according to their
calling. In this way are given not only bodily, but also eternal things: eternal
righteousness, the Holy Spirit, and eternal life. These things cannot reach us except
by the ministry of the Word and the Sacraments, as Paul says, “The Gospel ... is the
power of God for salvation to everyone that believes” (Romans 1:16). Therefore, the
Church has the authority to grant eternal things and exercises this authority only by
the ministry of the Word. Article XXVIII:5-10



Key Bible Passages: The Gospels

Matthew 16:13-20

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the
Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets” He said to
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no
one that he was the Christ.

Matthew 28:16-20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. And when they saw him they worshipped him, but some doubted.
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the
age”

Luke 24:44-49

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms must be fulfilled” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third
day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are
witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon
you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high”

John 20:19-23

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from
any, it is withheld”



Key Bible Passages: The Epistles

Ephesians 4:1-16
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,
to equip the saints, for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.

Hebrews 13:17

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls,
as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with
groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

1 Peter 5:1—¢

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of
Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the
flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but
willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not
domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when
the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

2 Timothy 4:1-5

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living
and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and
teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.
As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist,
fulfil your ministry.

1 Timothy 3:1-13

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a
noble task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife,
sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard,
not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his
own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone
does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's
church?



The Large Catechism

So we have two kinds of fathers presented in this commandment: fathers in blood
and fathers in office. Or, those who have the care of the family and those who have
the care of the country. Besides these there are still spiritual fathers. They are not
like those in the papacy, who have had themselves called fathers but have performed
no function of the fatherly office. For the only ones called spiritual fathers are those
who govern and guide us by God’s Word. In this sense, St. Paul boasts his
fatherhood in 1 Corinthians 4:15, where he says, “I became your father in Christ
Jesus through the gospel” Now, since they are fathers, they are entitled to their
honour, even above all others. Large Catechism I:158-160

The Power and Primacy of the Pope

The Gospel assigns those who preside over Churches the command to teach the
Gospel [Matthew 28:19], to forgive sins [John 20:23], to administer the Sacraments,
and also to exercise jurisdiction (i.e., the command to excommunicate those whose
crimes are known and to absolve those who repent).

Everyone confesses, even our adversaries, that this power is common to all who
preside over churches by divine right, whether they are called pastors, elders, or
bishops. So Jerome explicitly teaches in the apostolic letters that all who preside over
churches are both bishops and elders. He cites from Titus 1:5-6, “This is why I left
you in Crete, so that you might ... appoint elders in every town.” Then [the Letter to
Titus] adds that a bishop must be “the husband of one wife.” Likewise, Peter and
John call themselves elders <or priests>. Then Jerome adds:

But afterward, one was chosen to be placed over the rest. This was done
as a remedy for schism, lest each one by attracting a congregation to
himself might tear apart the Church of Christ. For at Alexandria, from
Mark the evangelist to the bishops Heracles and Dionysius, the elders
always elected one from among themselves and placed him in a higher
station, calling him bishop, just as an army would make a commander for
itself. The deacons, moreover, may elect from among themselves one
whom they know to be active and name him archdeacon. For with the
exception of ordination, what does the bishop have that the elder does
not?

Jerome, therefore, teaches that it is by human authority that the grades of
bishop and elder or pastor are distinct. The content itself says this, because the
power is the same, as he has said above. Later, only one thing made a distinction
between bishops and pastors, namely, ordination. For it was arranged that one
bishop would ordain ministers in a number of churches.

Since the grades of bishop and pastor are not different by divine authority, it is
clear that ordination administered by a pastor in his own church is valid by divine
law.



