Old Testament Worship

The Tabernacle

The new religious observances taught by Moses in the
desert centered on rituals connected with the tabernacle,
and amplified Israel’s sense of separateness, purity and

oneness under the Lordship of Yahweh.

Focus of
Worship

A few desert shrines have been found in Sinai,
notably at Serabit el-Khadem and at Timnah
in the Negev, and show marked Egyptian

influence.

Hides of Sea Cows
providing a waterproof covering and
“‘camoutflaging’’ the rich interior
from enemies and bandits

Specific cultural antecedents to portable shrines carried on
poles and covered with thin sheets of gold can be found in
ancient Egypt as early as the Old Kingdom (2800-2250 B.C.),
blue, purple and but were especially prominent in the 18th and 19th
scarlet yarn, with dynasties (1570-1180). The best examples come from
cherubim embroidered the fabulous tomb of Tutankhamun, c. 1350.
by skilled craftsmen . 8 P
Comparisons of construction details in the text of Ex 25-40
with the frames, shrines, poles, sheathing, draped fabric
covers, gilt rosettes, and winged protective figures from
the shrine of Tutankhamun are instructive. The period,
the Late Bronze Age, is equivalent in all dating systems
to the era of Moses and the exodus. & Hugh Claycombe 1981
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Upright frames—acacia
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